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I. CALL TO ORDER:
Chair O’Hara called the Public Session to order at 6:00 PM

ROLL CALL:
Commissioners Staff
Chair Susan O’Hara City Manager Regan Candelario (absent)
Vice Chair Toni Scolari Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Kevin Carter
Commissioner Jean Giannini Depot Museum Curator Alex Service
Commissioner Mike Murray Council Representative
Commissioner Pam Zana Councilmember Linda Gardner (absent)

II. ORAL COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
None.

III. PRESENTATIONS
           A. Report on Mills of Humboldt County Arcadia Publishing Book Project

C hair O’Hara reported that  the release date has been set for May 23, 2016.   A  number Several  book-signing 
events are scheduled: Friday, May 27, evening event at the Depot Museum (wine & cheese launch party); book- 
signing during open hours at Depot Museum Saturday, May 28; book-signing at Humboldt Redwoods 
Interpretive Association visitor center in Burlington, Sunday, May 29 ; Humboldt County Historical Society 
monthly lecture at County Library, Eureka, Saturday, June 4 at 1:00; Arts Alive!  book-signing  at Eureka Books, 
6:00—9:00, Saturday, June 4;   June 11  at the  Ridgetop  Café &  Fernbridge  Market in  Fernbridge ,  from 
4:00—6:00.  The café will advertise the book-signing event ahead of time,  with flyers at each table.  We will 
schedule additional book-signings at the Depot Museum during the Fortuna Rodeo and Auto  Xpo .  O’Hara will 
also contact Shannon McWhorter about getting coverage for the book in the rodeo newspaper program and on 
the billboard.  O’Hara and Service will also present to the City Council around the time of the book’s release (at 
the first meeting in June) and will get media coverage on Channels 3, 7 and with the  Times-Standard .   Service 
will contact Bruce Smith, the programs chair for the Redwood Genealogical Society, to propose doing a 
program tied in with the book’s release at one of RGS’s monthly programs.   Commissioner  Giannini  mentioned 
that the Native Sons of the Golden West will be holding events in Fortuna/Humboldt County this year: a 
“weekend in the redwoods” event Feb.12 and 13 (Alan Baird would be the contact person for this) as well as the 
Grand Parlor later in the year (the last time this was held in Humboldt County was in 1964).  These events could 
be good opportunities for publicizing the book.

O’Hara and Service have also begun work on  Mills of Humboldt County  Vol. 2, setting the chapter 
topics.  These include the labor unrest including the 1935 strikes, technological changes, the post WWII era, and 
the change to harvesting Douglas fir (which had previously been seen as a waste product).   The time period to 
be covered is approximately 1910—1970.  One reason for choosing the circa 1970 end date is that the 1970s 
were essentially the end of the era of harvesting old growth trees.  A major resource for the second volume will 
be the Fritz and Metcalf collection at the Natural Resources Library at UC Berkeley.  Woodbridge Metcalf was 
involved in creating Cal Fire and pioneered the preservation and study of redwoods, and Emanuel Fritz  awas 
involved in founding the logging conferences.  These photographs can only be used with permission of the 
photographers or their heirs; O’Hara has obtained permission from Fritz’s heirs but is still seeking the heirs of 
Woodbridge Metcalf.

B. Upcoming Events at the Fortuna Depot Museum

C hair O’Hara proposed hosting at the Depot Museum a similar event to the presentation for the historical 
society, wi th a  Powerpoint  presentation tied in with the Arcadia mills book, with the theme being technological 
changes.   The date suggested for this presentation is the Thursday of Auto  Xpo  week.  Curator Service  reported 
that there will be two presentations in the Pierson Building Center “Celebrating Life in Our Humboldt County” 
series at the Depot Museum this year (presented by area historian Jerry Rohde) .   These presentations will take 
place on Friday, June 17 (“Tanbark, Sheep and Apples”) and Friday, July 8 (“Humboldt Headlines”), both at 
7:00.
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C. Report on 2015 Holiday Season Exhibits

Curator Service reported that, due both to inclement weather and to our having no special event such as a book 
launch or major commemoration during this holiday season, our December visitation was low (98 people as 
opposed to the range of 150—300 people that we have seen in some recent Decembers).  However, since some 
publicity on the “Christmas at the Star Hotel” exhibits in early January (a  Humboldt Beacon  article and a  
Northcoast  News  tv  news story), a significant number of visitors have come in specifically to see those exhibits, 
and have mentioned that they either read the article or saw the  tv  news story.  Although earlier publicity 
material stated that the Star Hotel Christmas exhibits would remain up only through January 10, we have now 
decided to leave them on display through the month  of January, since the one-year anniversary of the Star Hotel 
building fire will be on January 28.

IV. CONSENT CALENDAR

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Review and approve minutes of Fortuna Historical Commission meeting November 11, 2015 and staff report for
November-December 2015

PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment was heard.

COMMISSION ACTION:
Commissioner Giannini moved, seconded by Commissioner Zana to approve the minutes of November 11, 2015
and the staff report for November-December 2015. Voice vote.

AYES: Commissioners Giannini, Murray, O’Hara, Scolari and Zana
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None
Motion Carried 5-0

IV. BUSINESS
A. Election of Fortuna Historical Commission Officers (Action Item)

Commissioner Murray moved, seconded by Commissioner Zana, that the current slate of officers be re-elected: 
Chair Susan O’Hara and Vice-Chair Toni Scolari.  Voice vote.

AYES: Commissioners Giannini, Murray, O’Hara, Scolari and Zana
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None
Motion Carried 5-0

B. Annual Review of Fortuna Depot Museum Goals/Long Range Plan Document (Action Item)
When the FDM Goals/Long Range Plan document was adopted at the September 9, 2015 Fortuna Historical 
Commission meeting, it was decided that the commission would review and revise the document each January.  
Commissioner O’Hara proposed adding a goal into “Develop programming and materials for interaction with 
schools:” developing a “Kids’ Club” program of Saturday history-themed activities at the museum.  This idea was 
suggested to Commissioner O’Hara by a 5th grade student.  Discussion followed of how this idea might develop.  
Commissioner O’Hara proposed 4th grade through 8th grade as the age range for the program.  The suggestion was 
made that high school students could be involved as presenters/leaders for the younger kids; it could tie in with 
kids’ History Day projects, and/or be done as part of high school senior projects.  It was suggested that this 
history club might meet once a month, and kids could learn/develop historical research skills through researching 
for specific projects

The following changes were made to the goals/plan document: Obtain Humboldt Beacon archive, 
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1: obtain price quote changed from December 2015 to June 2016.  Restoring “Three Graces” plaster frieze: 2. 
Grant-writing changed from 2016 to 2017, include in budget changed from March 2017 to March 2018, 
implementation changed from Fall 2017 to Fall 2018.  Upgrade and expand timber industry exhibits: 1. 
Upgrade/add interpretive text and photographs to current displays, changed from completion February 2016 to 
completion February 2017.  Reorganize and expand railway exhibits: 1. Changing display in ticket window: 
completed. 2. Re-organize railway display cases in third room changed from March 2016 to May 2016.  3. 
Change photograph display in caboose: more details added on revised photo-hanging system.  Corkboard 
attached to wall, plexiglass cover that can be removed from corkboard to change out photos.  Add into 2016-17 
budget planning.  Continue enhancement of reference room collection: add line item for purchase of local 
history reference materials, add specification “several hundred dollars.”  Continue publication projects: 1. Mills 
of Humboldt County Vol. 2, changed timeline to Fall 2016 submission deadline and May 2017 publication.  
(Unless Arcadia will agree to a holiday season 2017 release.)  Install bulletin board outside Depot Museum: 
Alex Service and Kevin Carter will work on this with the city carpenter.

Commissioner Giannini moved, seconded by Commissioner Zana, the approval of the revised 
Fortuna Depot Museum Goals/Long Range Plan document as a planning tool for the Fortuna Depot Museum.  
Voice vote.

AYES: Commissioners Giannini, Murray, O’Hara, Scolari and Zana
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None
Motion Carried 5-0

C.  2016 Exhibits (Discussion Item)
 As mentioned in discussion of the long range plan document, the railroad display cases and lumber industry 
exhibits are to be revised & upgraded this year.  O’Hara and Service have talked about doing a camping-
related exhibit during the summer.  Another exhibit suggested for 2016 is on the events of World War I by/in 
1916. Commissioner Giannini suggested an exhibit on elections 100 years ago.  It was mentioned in this 
discussion that the Blue Ox Millworks has a shingle machine; we need to make contact with them to determine
if it is the Hansen shingle machine model that Commissioner O’Hara has been seeking for the Depot Museum. 
It was decided that one of the exhibit stages in the back room would be used for an upgraded lumber industry 
exhibit to tie in with the May 2016 release of Mills of Humboldt County.

D.  Downtown Fortuna “Then and Now” Historical Guidebook (Discussion Item)
Since this project is included in the goals/long range planning document, as a 2017 project, no further 
discussion was held at this time.  

E. Accessions/De-Accessions (Action Item)
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Review and approve accession of proposed items into museum collection.

STAFF REPORT:
No de-accessions are proposed at this time.  The following potential accessions have been donated to the 
Fortuna Depot Museum.  From Charles Bennett: 1882 Declaration of Homestead; deeds dated 1876, 1877, 
1878 and 1882; mortgages dated 1913, 1914 and 1917.  Family names involved: Carr, Dolson, Mathison, 
Perham, Shaver, Skinner, Walker, Webster.  Belonged to Peter Holgersen.  From Linda Gardner: Fortuna 
Rodeo bandana, 2015; Fortuna Redwood Auto Xpo posters 2014 and 2015; Palco t-shirt; Scotia Inn sweatshirt.
From Tom Mendenhall: bound volumes of the Humboldt Standard newspapers, circa 1880s—1960 
(incomplete run of the newspaper, but many years fully covered).

PUBLIC COMMENT:
No public comment was heard.

COMMISSION ACTION:
Commissioner Murray moved, seconded by Commissioner Scolari, to accept the proposed accessions into the 
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Fortuna Depot Museum collection.  Voice vote.

AYES: Commissioners Giannini, Murray, O’Hara,Scolari and Zana
NOES: None
ABSENT: None
ABSTAIN: None
Motion carried 5-0

VI. STAFF REPORTS
1. Fortuna Depot Museum Curator Report
Curator Service requested approval for a family vacation she plans to take from approximately June 23—July 
5, 2016.  The commission members and city staff present expressed their approval and support.  Since this 
falls during the summer season, when the museum is open 7 days a week, it will require some combination of 
extra volunteer hours, temporary seasonal staff, and/or training Summer Fun employees to staff the museum 
front desk.  Curator Service and Deputy Director Carter will work together on this.
2. City of Fortuna Staff Report
Deputy Director of Public Works/Parks Carter and City Manager Candelario reported that the holiday season 
ice skating rink at Newburg Park has been a success; it is in the black and there are plans to do it again next 
holiday season.  Jennifer Frost of Ferndale has just been hired as the new transit dispatch assistant at the park 
office.  Deputy Director Carter suggested that she and Curator Service could work closely together; she builds 
web sites and so could be helpful in setting up the Depot Museum’s Facebook presence.

VII. COMMISSIONER REPORTS AND COMMENTS
Commissioner Scolari mentioned that the schedule of Historical Commission meetings has not yet been 
updated on the City web site.  She also brought to the commissioners’ attention that the design review 
commission has approved the plans for the new building on the Star Hotel site; the project is now into the 
permitting phase.

VIII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
No items were brought forward for inclusion on the next agenda.

IX. ADJOURN
Commissioner Murray moved to adjourn at 7:25 p.m., seconded by Commissioner Giannini.  Voice vote.  
Motion carried 5-0.

Respectfully submitted by:
Alex Service, Fortuna Depot Museum Curator
Thru: Linda McGill, City Clerk
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